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Spring 2014 
Appalachian Trail Conservancy 

Conservation Department Report 
 

Kicking off 2014, the conservation staff was heavily engaged in planning. All senior conservation staff 
participated in the National Park Service (NPS) Appalachian Trail Foundation Document workshop. The 
workshop was a very productive process to refine the purpose and significance statement for the Trail, 
and determined priorities for data needs and research. Tracking the development of the NPS document, 
we  have  also  been  focused  on  ATC’s  strategic  planning.   
 
We spent time in early 2014 exploring partnerships with youth crew organizations. Recent 
announcements by Interior Secretary Sally Jewell have placed a good deal of emphasis on the 
opportunity to connect youth to the outdoors. She announced a public-private partnership with American 
Eagle Outfitters, which made an historic $1 million commitment to support the initiative to better connect 
the next generation to America's great outdoors. This  is  the  first  pledge  toward  Secretary  Jewell’s  target  
of raising $20 million from private partners by 2017 to support the 21st Century Conservation Service 
Corps (21CSC), as outlined in her speech at the National Press Club this past October. As ATC looks at 
opportunities to expand our partnerships to engage youth, we are also exploring strategies to connect 
new  partners  to  ATC’s  existing,  and  highly successful, crew programs, building on trends in those 
programs. Our analysis of 2013 data showed that for the Konnarock Trail Crew program, the largest crew 
that ATC administers, the 18-25 year old age group represented 38% of participating crew members.  
 

 2013 Konnarock crew volunteers by age 

  
 
Conservation staff were very busy with advocacy work during the Hike the Hill event in February. 
Regional Directors visited 36 Congressional offices, briefing staff about regional trail issues as well as 
promoting a collaborative trail landscape proposal that outlines priority land acquisition projects across all 
national scenic and historic trails, including several A.T. tracts. A meeting with lead USFS staff for the 
21st Century Conservation Corps resulted in a revised letter of interest from ATC to the program. 
Membership will help us expand our reach to younger participants and should offer additional funding 
opportunities.  
 
Laura Belleville participated in a Senate briefing on the economic impact of trails. Speakers for this 
session included: Gregory A. Miller, Ph.D., American Hiking Society president, and Kristin Lamoureux, 
Ph.D., director, International Institute of Tourism Studies and assistant Ppofessor, School of Business, 
George Washington University. A video clip of the briefing can be viewed here: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJbWuj3iA0w  
 
Regional staff have been busy gearing up for the upcoming hiking season and have been addressing 
priority management issues, including: training workshops for corridor monitoring volunteers, addressing 
boundary encroachments and easement monitoring; training workshops for invasive species, engaging 
new partners at priority management sites; preparing for spring rare plant monitoring workshops and 
coordinating natural resource management projects. Several training workshops have been scheduled,  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJbWuj3iA0w
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including the increasingly popular Wilderness Skills Institute to be held in late May in collaboration with 
the USFS and The Wilderness Society.  
Several seasonal ridgerunners have been hired and seasonal crew staff were interviewed. Contracts are 
underway for the trail design work at the Palmerton site in Pennsylvania. This is highly technical trail work 
that will be performed over the next few years to relocate the Trail as part of the habitat restoration work 
associated with damage caused by a nearby industrial plant. In an effort to better manage and protect 
ATC lands files, we have been able to acquire a fireproof file cabinet and move files to an improved 
storage area that meets Land Trust Alliance standards at our Burr Center publications storage and 
fulfillment operation. 
 
On the cooperative management front, a final New York State MOU was prepared with NPS-Northeast 
Region, NY State agencies,the NY-NJ Trail Conference, NPS, and ATC. Staff has also initiated dialogue 
with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to renew that state’s  ten-year MOU.  
 
Good things are happening in A.T. Communities. Virginia staff facilitated a productive meeting between 
Natural Bridge Appalachian Trail Club, the Buena Vista A.T. Community Committee, and USFS to design 
the A.T. Community content on the new Long Mountain Wayside kiosk at the A.T. trailhead near Buena 
Vista. It will be the first complete A.T. Community kiosk on USFS property on the Trail, and is a great 
example of club/agency/community- partnership we hope to highlight as an example for other 
communities. Troutville, VA has a similar kiosk project in the works at Rte. 11/Buffalo Creek. Narrows, VA 
has created a new club, the Narrows Now Trail Club (NNTC), which is eager to do volunteer work on the 
A.T. as well as the Great Eastern Trail and other local hiking and multiuse trails. Virginia staff is facilitating 
connections between NNTC and existing clubs and promoting an understanding of the cooperative 
management system. Lots of enthusiasm!  
 
Brady Adcock has been hired as the Damascus A.T. Community VISTA. After completing his Americorps 
training he is positioned in Damascus, VA to support trail-related community development projects and 
outreach to the surrounding region. ATC VARO staff attended  The  Conservation  Fund’s  Appalachian  
Gateway Communities Regional Workshop with a team from Montgomery County, VA. The team is 
excited to celebrate the A.T. as a community asset and work on way-finding signage and literature to help 
visitors access the A.T. They plan to seek A.T. Community designation. 
 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Wilderness Act. The A.T. passes through 24 Wilderness 
Areas and, to mark this important anniversary, conservation staff has formed a planning team to identify 
opportunities to acknowledge and celebrate this significant legislation. 
 
Our most significant recent challenge was addressing communication issues associated with the First 
Wind project in Maine. Initial press releases were misconstrued by the media, stating that ATC and our 
trail partners AMC and MATC supported the project in return for a conservation fund. In fact, the trail 
coalition did not support the project, but agreed to not oppose it, an important distinction. A follow-up 
letter to the editors explaining our position can be found here: 
http://www.onlinesentinel.com/opinion/letters/Trail_coalition_clarifies_wind_project_position.html  
 
Notable on the horizon, in the coming month we will be pulling together comments on the proposed 
Northern Pass Transmission line expansion through the White Mountain National Forest. The recently 
completed A.T. multi-property listing for the potential National Historic Register designation for all or part 
of the Trail will provide important content to include in these consultations. We are anticipating 
opportunities to review and comment on the National Historic Register multi-property listing in the coming 
month, as well as join webinars about the listing process. 
 
We are also gearing up for a renewed battle on cell tower development in PA, as Berks County proposes 
yet another EMS tower adjacent to the A.T. You may recall that a number of towers proposed in 2012-
2013  required  a  good  deal  of  ATC’s  resources  to  address.   

http://www.onlinesentinel.com/opinion/letters/Trail_coalition_clarifies_wind_project_position.html
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Spring 2014 Regional Partnership Committee Meetings 
 
Information or Feedback Requested 
 

 Volunteer Leadership Meeting—August 8-10: In February, Laura Belleville and the 
RPC/Volunteer Committee of the Stewardship Council sent invitations to the A.T.-maintaining 
clubs for the Volunteer Leadership Meeting to be held August 8-10, 2014, at the National 
Conservation Training Center in Shepherdstown, WV. This is the second meeting for club leaders 
since these biennial meetings were reestablished in 2012.  
 
ATC will provide lodging, meals, and meeting expenses at NCTC for one representative from 
each club. Space is available for one additional person from each club, at a cost of $300 to cover 
onsite expenses and materials. ATC will not cover travel expenses. If you have not already done 
so, please provide names/e-mail  addresses  for  your  club’s  primary  and  secondary  representative  
to sdaniels@appalachiantrail.org. Registration information will be sent to those participants. An 
exciting agenda is in preparation. We look forward to seeing you in Shepherdstown! 

 
 A.T. Communities—Partnership Renewal Application: Delia Clark, chair of the Community 

Outreach Committee of the Stewardship Council, asks for a review of the attached application. 
This five-year renewal process as a key opportunity to keep the A.T. Communities program vital 
and clarify what ATC can offer to best live up to our commitment to support A.T. Communities in 
their important work. 
 
Equally important, the renewal process is a tool that A.T. Communities can use to build or sustain 
momentum, pulling in new community engagement and launching new initiatives appropriate to 
their stages of development. Understanding that all A.T. Communities have different capacities, 
we want to offer a renewal process that will allow them to move to the next step of engagement, 
in whatever ways make sense for their community. 
 
Feedback is welcome, particularly in refining the questions so the application can serve both 
those goals. We particularly would like input on what benefits the communities need and on how 
the process would work, such as: 

1) Will these five-year partnership applications come to the RPC for approval? 
2) Do we want to ask for letters of support again? 
3) Do we want another ceremony? 
4) What other package could we provide that is CHEAP and doesn't require much capacity 

that will give some splash to the new agreement? 
 

 Family Hiking Day: Saturday, September 27 is Family Hiking Day, as well as National Public 
Lands  Day.  Get  together  with  your  kids  and  grandkids,  your  siblings  and  the  ol’  folks  and  plan  a  
hike! For help in planning or finding hikes, visit www.appalachiantrail.org/familyhike! If you plan to 
lead a hike that day, we can help you publicize it—contact jjudkins@appalachiantrail.org. 

 
 Draft A.T. Fire and Camping Rules for Club Review: The Appalachian Trail has a complex, 

overlapping set of national, state, and municipal rules and regulations and requirements for 
camping and campfire use, arguably the most varied and confusing of any footpath in the world. 
Some states prohibit fires entirely (NJ and CT); while others permit and even seem to encourage 
fires (read the rules in VA and PA). Some agencies seek to disperse campers and camping 
(southern national forests and parts of Shenandoah), while others concentrate them on hardened 
sites (Maryland, New York, Massachusetts and northern national forests), or require that all 
camping be close enough or directly on the A.T. footpath so that rangers can find campers (NPS-
Delaware Gap National Recreation Area and Pennsylvania Game Commission). Among these 
variations, there are different definitions  of  “thru-hiker” that agencies use to allow A.T. long-
distance hikers some flexibility. 

mailto:sdaniels@appalachiantrail.org
http://www.appalachiantrail.org/familyhike
mailto:jjudkins@appalachiantrail.org
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For these reasons, and in a longer-term effort to achieve more consistency around best 
regulatory fire-and-campsite practice, Stewardship Council members Tom Banks, Judith 
McGuire, and Trudy Phillips with ATC information services manager Laurie Potteiger and Bob 
Proudman have prepared a draft spreadsheet of A.T. Camping and Fire Rules available at 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hctoi3g46jmhr3p/Fires%26CampingRules_inventory_Draft_3-5-
2014.xls. 
 
ATC requests your review of sections with which you’re  familiar.  Please mark your corrections in 
colored text and return your mark-up to bproudman@appalachiantrail.org.  

 
ATC will publish the final draft at www.appalachiantrail.org so that agencies and guidebook 
editors have a single source of unequivocal information (including agency links and phone 
numbers),  and  so  hikers  can  better  achieve  the  first  principle  of  Leave  No  Trace,  “Plan  ahead  and  
prepare.” 

 
 State and Federal MOUs: ATC and NPS-APPA propose a revised timetable for updating MOUs 

that can be found at https://www.dropbox.com/s/h1hc9g6uxjj79u8/StatusofAgreements%203-5-
14.docx. Please provide any guidance or inputs to staff at your RPC meeting. 
 

 
Other Issues 
 
ATC’s  Recommended  Direction  on  Special  and  Organized Group Uses: After numerous drafts of the 
former  “New  Policy  Direction  on  Special  Uses  on  the  Appalachian  Trail”  (October  2013), the NPS and 
USFS said they will need more time for their joint reviews and input to ATC. NPS-APPA Superintendent 
Wendy Janssen is working with USFS R8-Recreation Team Leader Ann Christensen on what has been 
renamed by the Trail & Camping Committee of the Stewardship Council simply as,  “ATC  Policy  on  
Organized  Group  Uses.” This proposed direction was transmitted to the federal partners in January. The 
NPS  and  USFS,  including  their  solicitors,  are  engaged  in  review  of  ATC’s  proposal. We look forward to 
sharing their guidance with RPCs in the fall of 2014. 
 
Leave No Trace:  
Signage—ATC is building on its 2012 initiative to improve signage emphasizing A.T. protection (see 
http://atleavenotrace.wikispaces.com/). ATC continues to provide LNT signs and encourages club and 
agency participation in spreading the word about LNT. 
 
Master Educator Approval—With leadership from ATC New England Regional Director Hawk Metheny, 
ATC was recently approved as a Master Educator Leave No Trace trainer by the Leave No Trace Center 
for Outdoor Ethics, and will become a Master Educator Course provider beginning in 2015.  
 
“Trail  Karma”—Central & Southwest Virginia Regional Director Andy Downs is leading an effort to 
build the concept  of  “Trail  Karma”—that our actions matter. ATC is developing a campaign on the Web 
and among influential hikers to galvanize interest and adoption of Trail Karma as an accelerant for LNT 
practices meant to engage many more people, more deeply.  More to come in the near future. 
 
New LNT Patches and Training—Stewardship Council member and Trail and Camping Committee Chair 
Tom Banks has prepared some beautiful new LNT Patches for ATC ridgerunners, caretakers, and 
graduates of LNT trainings. Working with the Forest Service on the Chattahoochee-Oconee National 
Forest, Tom also will hold workshops, including a special A.T. LNT Trainer and Awareness course slated 
for Amicalola and Neels Gap later this month. The sessions are open to volunteers, staff, and the general 
public. 2014 Warrior Hike participants will attend a special Warrior-Hike-focused one-hour LNT-
Awareness Course during their first week on the A.T. 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/hctoi3g46jmhr3p/Fires%26CampingRules_inventory_Draft_3-5-2014.xls
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hctoi3g46jmhr3p/Fires%26CampingRules_inventory_Draft_3-5-2014.xls
mailto:bproudman@appalachiantrail.org
http://www.appalachiantrail.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h1hc9g6uxjj79u8/StatusofAgreements%203-5-14.docx
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h1hc9g6uxjj79u8/StatusofAgreements%203-5-14.docx
http://atleavenotrace.wikispaces.com/
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ATC staff and volunteers are excited about the opportunity to enhance LNT training along the 
Appalachian National Scenic Trail, an initiative that dovetails  neatly  with  ATC’s  parallel  efforts  to  work  with  
both NPS and the Forest Service to manage impacts associated with group-use outings. 
 
 
Norovirus: In  the  last  two  hiking  seasons,  outbreaks  of  norovirus  (often  referred  to  as  “stomach  bug”)  
have been reported among A.T. hikers, causing extreme discomfort, vomiting, and diarrhea. In 2013, 
more than 100 cases were suspected between Hot Springs, NC, and Erwin, TN. Smaller outbreaks were 
suspected in Virginia, New Hampshire, and Maine.  
 
ATC’s  Southern  Regional  Office  is  working  with  federal  agency  partners,  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  
(CDC), and the Tennessee State Department of Public Health to get the word out to hikers and A.T. 
communities. A poster with information on prevention, symptoms, and reporting illness has been 
distributed to hostel keepers and others in the region and is being shared with other regions (see it at 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/b8bjuxevwvu36lc/Norovirus%20ATC%20poster%202.14.14.pdf). ATC has set 
up an e-mail address (stomachbug@appalachiantrail.org) with a link to a survey for ill or recovering hikers 
to report when and where they first developed symptoms, in hopes that public health officials can use the 
data to determine locations of onset and causes. 
 
Trail clubs may be asked to work with their agency partners to post information at Trailheads and other 
locations and to report illnesses to federal agency or state health officials. A more difficult issue is that of 
sanitizing shelters and privies if they become contaminated by ill hikers. ATC and A.T. club volunteers 
have tackled bacteria, viruses, and parasites at toilets and privies at overnight sites, particularly among 
clubs that have embraced composting privy technologies; however, this should be avoided pending 
authorization by area land managers, and training of willing volunteers. 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/b8bjuxevwvu36lc/Norovirus%20ATC%20poster%202.14.14.pdf
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Area State Campfires  Camping Camp reserv Y/N Shelter reserv Y/N # nights camping limit Camping fee For add'l info Information source Club
Baxter State Park ME Fires or other cooking or 

heating devices are 
permitted only in 
designated campsites 
or picnic areas. At 
Chimney Pond and 
Davis Pond, open fires 
are prohibited and only 
backpack-type stoves 
are allowed. 

Camping at designated campsites only. Strongly recommended 
for those starting 
southbound from 
Baxter, flip-flop thru-
hikers, and 
northbound hikers less 
than 100 miles.

Strongly recommended 
for those starting 
southbound from 
Baxter, flip-flop thru-
hikers, and 
northbound hikers who 
started less than 100 
miles from Baxter.

1 night at Birches (for 
northbound hikers 
who have hiked 100+ 
miles only)

$10 - $30 (207) 723-5140. Also, 
2012 Thru-hiker's 
Companion

http://www.baxterstateparkauth
ority.com/hiking/at.php

MATC

NPS-APPA lands, Trail-
wide, outside of 
established National 
Parks, National Forests, 
and state parks, forests 
and gamelands

ME, MA, 
CT, NY, 
NJ, PA, 
MD, 
WV, VA

On NPS lands, campfires 
are prohibited except at 
the locations specified by 
the state and in the 
applicable local 
management plan.

On NPS lands, camping is allowed at 
designated sites only, for 2 nights, unless 
the local Trail club states otherwise in its 
local management plan.

2 nights, unless the 
local Trail club states 
otherwise in its local 
management plan

Check ATC-Area 
Guidebooks, the Thru-
hikers Handbook,  
local agency rules, 
with ATC regional 
offices or HQ

Check ATC-Area Guidebooks, the 
Thru-hikers Handbook,  local 
agency rules or with ATC regional 
offices or HQ

Maine AT Club (Katahdin 
to Grafton Notch)

ME Only allowed at 
fireplace/rings 
designated by the Maine 
Forest Service (most lean-
tos and campsites)

Some areas off limits to camping except at 
designated sites: Road crossing S of 
Nahmakanta Lake to the Pollywog Stream 
bridge.  Gulf Hagas Cut-of trail to N of the 
W Branch of the Pleasant River.

N N 2 nights N MATC maps.  
Appalachian Trail 
Guide to Maine, p. 
147.

http://matc.org/LeaveNoTrace/l
ntimpac.htm

MATC

Bigelow Preserve ME No except as approved 
MFS fire areas

No camping above treeline. N N MATC

Other lands ME Campfires only at 
approved Maine Forest 
Service sites

 N N TWB via HM (no fires at at Speck 
Pond Shelter, for example)

White Mountain NF NH No fires in Forest 
Protection Areas or in 
Great Gulf Wilderness

Camp at designated sites, or 1/4 mi from 
roads, facilities and water, 200 feet from 
trail, below alpine zone (where trees are 8' 
tall or less).  Additionally, in Great Gulf 
Wilderness, no camping within 1/4 mile 
on Great Gulf Trail between its junctions 
with Sphinx and Gulfside Trails.

N N 14 days Fee required at 
campsites and 
shelters managed 
by AMC and RMC

AMC, (603) 466-2721 http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet
/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5363
715.pdf

AMC

Conn. River to Mt. 
Moosilauke (overlaps with 
some areas, below)

NH No fires within 200 ft of 
A.T. except at shelters in 
fireplace/ring

No camping within 200 ft of A.T. except at 
shelters

N N N http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet
/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5363
715.pdf

DOC

NH 25 to Lyme-Dorchester 
Rd

NH Fires prohibited except at 
shelters In fireplace/ring

Where trail is surrounded by private land, 
camp at shelters only. Elsewhere, camp at 
shelters or at least 200 ft away from A.T.

N N N Appalachian Trail Guide to New 
Hampshire-Vermont 2008, p. 
166

DOC

Lyme-Dorchester Rd to CT 
River

NH Fires prohibited except at 
shelters In fireplace/ring

No camping within 200 ft of A.T. except at 
shelters

N N Appalachian Trail Guide to New 
Hampshire-Vermont 2008, p. 
185

DOC
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NH 25 (Glencliff) to Ore 
Hill

NH No fires within 200 ft of 
the trail, except at 
shelter in fireplace/ring

No camping within 200 ft of A.T. except at 
shelters

N N Appalachian Trail Guide to New 
Hampshire-Vermont 2008, p. 
158

DOC

Ore Hill to NH 25A NH Fires prohibited except at 
shelters In fireplace/ring

No camping except at shelter N N Appalachian Trail Guide to New 
Hampshire-Vermont 2008, p. 
158

DOC

CT River to VT 14 VT Fires prohibited except at 
shelters In fireplace/ring

No camping except at shelter N N Appalachian Trail Guide to New 
Hampshire-Vermont 2008, p. 
188

GMC

VT 14 to VT 12 VT Fires prohibited except at 
shelters In fireplace/ring

No camping except at shelter N N Appalachian Trail Guide to New 
Hampshire-Vermont 2008, p. 
196

GMC

Green Mountain NF VT N N 2 nights Order # 2010-07: AT-LT Shelter 
Stay Limits

GMC

VT 12 to US 4 VT No fires except at shelter 
in fieplace/ring or Gifford 
Woods SP

No camping except at shelter or Gifford 
Woods SP camping area

N N 2 nights Gifford Woods SP 
tentsites $18 and 
up, shelters $25 

802 775-5354 Appalachian Trail Guide to New 
Hampshire-Vermont 2008, p. 
206

GMC

US 4 to VT 103 VT No fires at Cooper Lodge 
or Churchill Scott shelter; 
fires permitted at other 
shelters, only in 
fireplace/ring.

No camping except at shelters N N 2 nights N Appalachian Trail Guide to New 
Hampshire-Vermont 2008, p. 
220

GMC

VT 103 to Danby-
Landgrove Rd.

VT Fires restricted to 
shelters and designated 
campsites in provided 
fireplace/ring

Camping within 0.5 mi of Little Rock Pond 
is limited to the following designated 
sites: Little Rock Pond Shelter, Little Rock 
Pond Tenting Area, and Lula Tye shelter.  
Camping is prohibited in the vicinity of 
Clarendon Gorge.  From VT 140 to Danby-
Landgrove Rd., dispersed camping is 
allowed at least 200 ft from water and 
100 ft from any trail.

N N 2 nights Fee at Little Rock 
Pond shelter and 
tenting area by 
GMC.

Appalachian Trail Guide to New 
Hampshire-Vermont 2008, p. 
243

GMC

Danby-Landgrove Rd. to 
VT 11/30

VT Fires restricted to 
shelters and designated 
campsites in provided 
fireplace/ring

Camping restricted to shelters, designated 
campsites, or 200 ft from water and 100 
from any trail if not at these sites.

N N 2 nights Appalachian Trail Guide to New 
Hampshire-Vermont 2008, p. 
255

GMC

VT 11/30 to Stratton-
Arlington (Kelley Stand) 
Rd.

VT Fires restricted to 
designated sites in 
fireplace/ring only.  Fires 
prohibited on Stratton 
Mountain and at Stratton 
Pond.

No camping or fires on Stratton Mtn.  No 
tenting at Stratton Pond Shelter but you 
may tent on platforms at the nearby North 
Shore Tenting Area.  Camping elsewhere is 
permitted if you are more than 0.5 mi 
from Stratton Pond, 200 ft from water and 
100 ft from any trail, or at designated 
shelters and campsites.

N N 2 nights Fee at Stratton 
Pond Shelter and 
North Shore Tenting 
Area by GMC

Appalachian Trail Thru-Hikers' 
Companion 2014, p. 194

GMC
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Stratton-Arlington (Kelley 
Stand) Rd to VT 9

VT Fires restricted to 
shelters and designated 
campsites in provided 
fireplace/ring

No camping between Maple Hill and 
Porcupine Lookout (public water supply).  
Camping elsewhere is permitted at 
designated shelters and campsites, or 200 
ft from water and 100 ft from any trail.

N N 2 nights Appalachian Trail Guide to New 
Hampshire-Vermont 2008, p. 
277

GMC

VT 9 to Mass. 2 (North 
Adams)

VT Fires restricted to 
shelters and designated 
campsites in provided 
fireplace/ring

Camping permitted only at designated 
sites.  No camping or swimming at Sucker 
Pond (public water supply).

N N 2 nights Appalachian Trail Guide to New 
Hampshire-Vermont 2008, p. 
291

GMC

Massachusetts MA Fires at designated sites 
(fireplace/ring) only

Camping permitted only at designated 
sites

N N 2 nights http://www.appalachiantrail.org
/docs/local-management-
plans/2006-amc-berkshire-local-
management-plan.pdf

AMC-Berkshire

Connecticut CT No campfires allowed. Camping permitted only at shelters and 
designated sites

N N Appalachian Trail Thru-Hikers' 
Companion 2014, p. 166

AMC-Conn.

New York state NY Fires restricted to 
shelters and designated 
campsites in provided 
fireplace/ring

Camping permitted only at shelters and 
designated sites

N N  Appalachian Trail Guide to New 
York-New Jersey 2011, p. 18

NYNJTC

New Jersey NJ No campfires allowed Camping is limited to shelters and official 
campsites in New Jersey. "Camping in 
areas other than those designated by 
signs is prohibited in New Jersey."   For 
Delaware Water Gap, see below.  No 
camping from 0.5 mi south of Blue Mtn 
Lakes Rd to 1.0 mi north of Lake Success.

N N Appalachian Trail Guide to New 
York-New Jersey 2011, p. 18 and 
198.  Appalachian Trail Thru-
Hikers' Companion 2014, p. 147

NYNJTC

Delaware Water Gap NRA NJ and 
PA

Stoves only; no 
campfires, grills or 
charcoal fires.  "No 
ground fires, nor charcoal 
fires of any kind 
permitted.  Only gas 
stoves allowed!"

No camping within 1/2 mile of roadway, 
100 ft of water, 200 ft of another party, or 
from 1/2 mi south of Blue Mtn Lake Road 
to 1 mile north of Crater Lake.  "THROUGH 
HIKERS ONLY may camp a minimum of 50 
feet and a maximum of 100 feet from trail 
and must be 1/2 mile from any road."  
"Max group size 10"

N N/A 1 night per campsite.  
10 person limit.

At Mohican 
Outdoor Center, fee 
for camping 
charged.

570 426-2451  Keep 
pets on leash."

http://www.nps.gov/dewa/plany
ourvisit/loader.cfm?csModule=s
ecurity/getfile&PageID=241735.  
See link above or the 
Appalachian Trail Thru-Hikers' 
Companion 2014 p. 148. 
(Quotations are from signs 
posted at DEWA, shown in 
photos taken April 2012 by 
RangerTWB)

NYNJTC (NJ) & 
Wilmington 
Trail Club (PA)
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Windsor Furnace PA No campfires except at 
shelter in fireplace/ring

No camping in Hamburg Watershed 
except at Windsor Furnace Shelter

N N Appalachian Trail Thru-Hikers' 
Companion 2014, p. 138

BMECC

Miscellaneous 
Congregation Areas

PA No campfires No camping or fires permitted at Pulpit 
Rock (mi 1221), the Pinnacle (mi. 1223), 
and Gold Spring 

N N Appalachian Trail Thru-Hikers' 
Companion 2014, p. 138

BMECC

Pennsylvania Game Lands 
(PGC #168, #217, #106, 
#110, #80, #211, #170, 
and near #305)

PA Yes, except during 
periods of high fire 
danger.  "Fires must be 
contained and
attended to at all times."

The PA Game Commission (PGC) defines 
thru-hikers as "walking the Appalachian 
Trail from point of beginning to an exit, 
which is not the place of beginning." Only 
thru-hikers may camp on PGC lands, and 
these hikers must camp within  200 ft of 
A.T., at least 500 ft from a stream or 
spring. 

N N 1 night limit   Page 58 of 
Pennsylvania LMPG.  
Reference: 36 CFR 
2.10

http://www.appalachiantrail.org
/docs/local-management-
planning-
guide/2010%20Pennsylvania%2
0Local%20Management%20Plan
ning%20Guide.pdf.  
http://www.clintoncountyinfo.co
m/vb/stategameland_regulation-
1-.pdf

Darlington Shelter to Alec 
Kennedy Shelter (crossing 
Cumberland Valley)

PA No campfires Due to narrow corridor and nearby 
neighbors, there is no camping between 
Darlington Shelter south to Alec Kennedy 
Shelter except at official Backpacker's 
Campsite south of Boiling Springs.

N N Appalachian Trail Thru-Hikers' 
Companion 2014, p. 130

CVATC

Bureau of Forestry lands 
(Delaware, Weiser and 
Michaux State Forests)

PA Open fires prohibited at 
times of high fire danger, 
and from March 1 to 
May 25 and October 1 to 
December 1.  This 
prohibition does not 
apply to small self-
contained camp 
stoves when used in a 
safe manner.   Other 
times small campfires 
are permitted only where 
adequate precautions are 
taken to prevent the 
spread of fire into the 
forest. All other fires are 
prohibited. Campfires 
shall be attended at all 
times.

Camping prohibited within 1 mile of an 
adjoining state park

N N 1 night limit at 
campsites unless a 
permit is obtained

Appalachian Trail 
Guide to Pennsylvania 
2009, p. 58

http://www.appalachiantrail.org
/docs/local-management-
planning-
guide/2010%20Pennsylvania%2
0Local%20Management%20Plan
ning%20Guide.pdf

Tumbling Run Game 
Preserve

PA No campfires No camping except at Tumbling Run 
Shelters

N N N Appalachian Trail Thru-Hikers' 
Companion 2014, p. 127

PATC

Caledonia State Park PA Fires only in rings in Park 
Campgrounds or at grills 
in picnic areas

Camping only at Park campgrounds. State campsites 
available

 Y Appalachian Trail Thru-Hikers' 
Companion 2014, p. 127

PATC

Pine Grove Furnace State 
Park

In fire ring at Park 
campground (1/2 mile 
from trail) or at grills in 
picnic areas.

At Park campground only (March-mid-
December), 1/2 mile from trail.  

State campsites 
available

Y Appalachian Trail Thru-Hikers' 
Companion 2014, p. 129; 
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/sta
teparks/findapark/pinegrovefurn
ace/#camping

PATC
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Maryland MD No fires at Annapolis 
Rocks Campsite. Other 
shelters and campsites, 
only in provided 
fireplace/ring.

Camping in Maryland is only allowed at 
shelters and designated campsites.

N N Appalachian Trail Thru-Hikers 
Companion 2014, p. 117

PATC

Pen-Mar Park MD No campfires No camping or fires at Pen-Mar Park. N N 0 Appalachian Trail Thru-Hikers 
Companion 2014, p. 121

PATC

Gathland State Park MD No campfires No camping or fires at Gathland State Park N N 0 Appalachian Trail Thru-Hikers 
Companion 2014, p. 118

PATC

C&O National Historical 
Park

MD No camping except at designated sites 
(none on A.T. portion)

N N 0 PATC

Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park (1/2 mile 
south of Loudoun Heights 
Trail to Potomac River)

WV/VA No campfires No camping or fires from the Potomac 
River to Loudoun Heights

N N 0 Appalachian Trail Thru-Hikers 
Companion 2014, p. 110

PATC

One-half mile south of 
Keys Gap to the powerline 
1.5 miles north of the gap 
(WV Rt. 9) 

WV/VA No campfires allowed No camping N N 0 Appalachian Trail Thru-Hikers 
Companion 2014, p. 110

PATC

Sky Meadows State Park VA No fires on A.T. No camping on A.T.; fee sites available 
1.25 mi. east.

N N 0 Appalachian Trail Thru-Hikers 
Companion 2014, p. 106

PATC

G. Richard Thompson 
WMA

VA From February 15 to 
April 30 campfires are 
allowed only between 
the hours of 4:00 P.M. 
and midnight. They must 
not be left unattended

Primitive camping is permitted for up to 
21 consecutive days when occupants are 
engaged in authorized activities. No more 
than 3 camping units are permitted per 
site.

N N 21 or fewer New $4 daily access 
fee for day users 
($20 season pass) 
when you park in 
DGIF parking areas 
unless you have 
current VA fishing, 
hunting or boating 
license. Purchase by 
calling  1-866-721-
6911 during 
business hours

http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/hu
nting/regulations/wmarules.pdf

PATC

National Zoological Park VA N No camping or fires in National Zoological 
Park (2.3 miles of A.T.)

N N 0 PATC

Shenandoah National Park VA Fires only at shelter 
fireplaces/rings.

No camping or fires at "cabin" sites.  
Camping is allowed at "huts" (shelters) or 
in park-constructed campsites only.  
Dispersed camping is allowed at least 10 
yds from water sources, 50 yds from 
building ruins, 50 yds from "no camping" 
signs, 50 yds from other parties, 1/4 mi 
from roads, and more than 100 yds from 
huts, cabins and day-use shelters.

N N 2 No fee, but 
overnight permit 
required (obtain at 
bulletin board at 
park boundary).

http://www.nps.gov/shen/plany
ourvisit/campbc_regs.htm.   See 
also Appalachian Trail Thru-
Hikers' Companion 2014, p. 97-
98

PATC
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Blue Ridge Parkway (BLRI) VA
Fires are permitted in the 
provided grills or fire pits 
in campgrounds and 
picnic areas only.

No camping at Humpback Rocks.  From 
milepost 0 to 9.6, camp at least 1/4 mile 
from road, 100 ft from water, and 500 ft 
from Paul Wolfe shelter 

N N 3 nights in any one 
location from milepost 
0 to 9.6; 14 nights per 
year park-wide

N ODATC

Cedar Cliffs VA No campfires allowed No Camping at Cedar Cliffs. N N Central VA Guidebook 2010 ODATC
Blue Ridge Parkway (BLRI) VA

Fires are permitted in the 
provided grills or fire pits 
in campgrounds and 
picnic areas only.

No Camping on BLRI land, 1/2 mile north 
from Reids Gap to USFS Boundary on on 
west side of Parkway.

N N Central VA Guidebook 2010; 
http://www.blueridgemountaint
ravel.com/blue-ridge-
parkway/blue-ridge-parkway-
rules-regulations/

ODATC

Blue Ridge Parkway (BLRI) VA
Fires are permitted in the 
provided grills or fire pits 
in campgrounds and 
picnic areas only.

No Camping on BLRI land, 1/2 mile south 
from Reids Gap to USFS Boundary on 
Meadow Mtn.

N N http://www.blueridgemountaint
ravel.com/blue-ridge-
parkway/blue-ridge-parkway-
rules-regulations/

TATC

Blue Ridge Parkway (BLRI) VA Fires are permitted in the 
provided grills or fire pits 
in campgrounds and 
picnic areas only.

No Camping on BLRI land, Love Gap Fire 
Road from Parkway to USFS boundary 
near Maupin Shelter

N N Not on A.T., but an access 'trail' 
http://www.blueridgemountaint
ravel.com/blue-ridge-
parkway/blue-ridge-parkway-
rules-regulations/

TATC

Cold Mountain (Cole 
Mountain)

VA No campfires allowed in 
open area

No camping in open area between signs 
(0.8 mi)

N N Central VA Guidebook 2010 NBATC

Pedlar Reservoir 
(Lynchburg Reservoir)

VA No campfires allowed 
around Reservoir.

No camping, swimming, or bathing on 
land around Reservoir.

N N Central VA Guidebook 2010 NBATC

Blue Ridge Parkway, 
Punchbowl Crossing to 
Black Horse Gap

VA No campfires allowed No camping on BLRI land. This includes at 
Punchbowl Crossing (0.2 mi), Petites Gap 
(0.3 mi),Thunder Ridge Overlook area (0.7 
mi), Cove Mtn summit (0.2 mi) and most 
of A.T. between Mills Gap and Black Horse 
Gap (6.4 mi)

N N Central VA Guidebook 2010 NBATC

Geo. Washington & 
Jefferson National 
Forests*

VA Campfires are allowed 
only between the hours 
of 4:00 P.M. and 
midnight. They must not 
be left unattended

USFS strongly encourages people to follow 
LNT and please honor state's burning 
regulations (currently not before 4 PM). 

N N 3 N Personal communication with 
GW/JNF 3/6/14

RATC et al

James River to Matts 
Creek

VA No campfires or 
cookstoves allowed

No camping for 1 mile from James River 
Foot bridge to sign just before Matts 
Creek.

N N Central VA Guidebook 2010 NBATC

Apple Orchard Mtn VA No campfires allowed No camping on or near summit of Apple 
Orchard Mtn. 

N N Central VA Guidebook 2010 NBATC

Jennings Creek Road VA No fires within 300 feet 
of road

No camping or fires within 300 feet of 
road

N N Central VA Guidebook 2010 NBATC

From VA 652 for 27.7 
miles A.T.-south to VA 
624

VA No campfires except at 
designated sites/fire 
rings

No camping except at Lambert's Meadow 
and Campbell Shelters and campsites, the 
Pig Farm Campsite, and Catawba 
Mountain and Johns Spring Campsites

N N 2 Roanoke Appalachian Trail Club RATC
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VA 652 south to Daleville VA No campfires No camping from US 220 to VA 652 (2.1 
miles)

N N 0 Appalachian Trail Thru-Hikers' 
Companion 2014, p. 76

RATC

McAfee Knob VA No campfires except at 
designated sites/firerings

No camping or fires except at shelters or 
designated campsites.

N N 0 Appalachian Trail Thru-Hikers 
Companion 2014, p. 76

RATC

Dragons Tooth VA No campfires allowed No camping at Dragons Tooth N N 0 Roanoke Appalachian Trail Club RATC

VA 641 to US 460 VA No campfires allowed No Camping. N N Celanese easement Central VA Guidebook 2010 OCVT
NPS-acquired corridor 
lands across valleys 
between national forest 
boundaries

VA No restrictions currently in place per 
Piedmont A.T. Hikers (PATH)

N N 0 PATH

Partnership Shelter VA Fires prohibited except at 
shelter In fireplace/ring

No camping within 1/4 mile of Partnership 
Shelter

N N USFS W.J. Cober PATH

Grayson Highlands State 
Park

VA No campfires allowed No tent camping in Grayson Highlands 
State Park except at campground. This 
includes area around Wise shelter

N N MRATC

Elk Garden and Deep Gap VA No camping as indicated by signs at each 
road crossing

N N MRATC

Damascus VA No camping in town park, including at 
reconstructed shelter

N N MRATC

Cherokee National Forest* TN N N 3 N TEHCC

NC National Forests* NC N N 3 N CMC
Great Smoky Mtns NP TN, NC At designated sites in 

fireplace/ring only
A permit must be obtained at 
http://smokiespermits.nps.gov/ or in 
person at the park’s Backcountry Office (at 
the Sugarlands Visitor Center near 
Gatlinburg) or over the phone; with 
permits issued by fax, mail or email. 
Hikers staying overnight in the 
backcountry are required to have a printed 
copy of the permit.
     Tent camping is not allowed at shelters 
except for thru-hikers who find shelter full.  
Pets are not permitted on park trails.  
Maximum party size is 8 for camping. NPS 
defines the thru hikers as "starting 50 
miles outside the park and continuing on 
50 miles on the other side of the park" (in 
effect, more than 170 miles) in the 
GSMNP.      Hammocks may not be used 
except at campsites.

Birch Spring Campsite 
only by calling (865) 
436-1231

Available for A.T. 
shelters (865) 436-
1231 one calendar 
month in advance; on-
line reservations will 
be available sometime 
in 2013.

1 night per shelter, 3 
nights per campsite

$4 fee per night; 
$20 for thru-hikers.  
Thru-hikers can 
obtain overnight 
permit from bulletin 
board near Fontana 
Dam or from the 
USFS office in Hot 
Springs. 
Information about 
fee payment for 
thru-hikers to be 
announced.

(865) 436-1297.  
http://www.nps.gov/g
rsm/planyourvisit/bac
kcountry-regs.htm

http://www.nps.gov/grsm/plany
ourvisit/backcountry-
camping.htm

SMHC

NC National Forests* NC N N 3 N CMC
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Chattahoochee-Oconee 
National Forest*

GA No campfires from 
Slaughter Gap to Neel's 
Gap; otherwise observe 
Leave No Trace practices

Bear cannisters must be used between 
Jarrard Gap and Neel's Gap Mar. 1 thru 
June 1.  Observe Leave No Trace practices

N N 3 N GATC

*NOTE: USFS is implementing a Regional Forester's Closure order for R8 stipulating 3-night limits-of-stay for A.T. shelters and campsites across the six Southern national forests; however, at this writing, it has not yet been adopted (2/25/14)
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